Hoarseness: a potential role for the dentist in early diagnosis.
A patient who smoked heavily was under regular review by the oral medicine department because of oral keratosis. He subsequently complained of hoarseness of the voice, and was referred to the department of otorhinolaryngology. An early squamous cell carcinoma of the larynx was diagnosed, and the patient was treated with radical radiotherapy. This case highlights the importance of early diagnosis and the potential role of the dentist in the total healthcare of patients.